I have this from Massachussets 1692: (Posted on ball lightning message board)
 
I realize that you have sections for "old reports" but this goes back a bit further. While doing in-depth research on my family history I came across a story that sounded just like a ball lightning encounter. The year was 1692 in Amesbury, MA. The report was documented in the court records for Essex County, MA as part of the testimony against an ancestor of mine during the witchcraft trials.

This case may be related to the unusual seismic activity in the area at the time, a very powerful earthquake was recorded during this period near Boston. I was surprised that your case files are usually related to weather and geological events.

The story goes that the plaintiff was walking down a path in town after dark when he came upon a glowing ball of light roughly three feet in diameter. Thinking that it was my ancestor, Susannah Martin, having taken this form to bedevil him he stuck the ball with his walking stick. The result as he relates it was that he was stuck down and rendered unconscious for some small time. When he opened his eyes again the ball was gone